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before the other was received:l The Lower House returned
them, with a desire, that an address might be formed, with
due regard and acknowledgments for the letter. After some
difficulties, the same address was sent down again with a
clause inserted, making some short mention of the said
letter. This the Lower House did not think sufficient, and
sent it back again with the same request: whereupon the
archbishop, after a short consultation with some of his
brethren, immediately adjourned the convocation for a
month, and no address at all was sent to the QUEEN.

I understand not ecclesiastical affairs well enough to
comment upon this matter;2 but it seems to me, that all
methods of doing service to the Church and kingdom, by
means of a convocation, may be at any time eluded, if
there be no remedy against such an incident. And if this
proceeding be agreeable to the institution, spiritual assemblies
must needs be strangely contrived, very different from any
lay senate yet known in the world. Surely, from the nature
of such a synod, it must be a very unhappy circumstance,
whei> the majority of the bishops draws one way, and that
of the lower clergy another. The latter, I think, are not
at this time suspected for any principles bordering upon
those professed by enemies to episcopacy; and if they
happen to differ from the greater part of the present set of
bishops, I doubt it will call some things to mind, that may
turn the scale of general favour on the inferior clergy's side,
who with a profound duty to her Majesty, are perfectly
pleased with the present turn of affairs. Besides, curious
people will be apt to enquire into the dates of some pro-
motions, to call to mind what designs were then upon the
anvil, and from thence make malicious deductions. Per-
haps they will observe the manner of voting on the bishops'
bench, and compare it with what shall pass in the upper
house of convocation. There is, however, one comfort, that

1                                    Dr. Smalridge (1662-1719) called for the Queen's letter to be
read.   The Archbishop prorogued Convocation for two days, and then
again until January I7th.   An address to the Queen was presented on
January 26th (Lathbury's *'History of Convocation," second edition,
p. 407).    Smalridge was Dean of Carlisle, 1711-13, and Bishop of
Bristol, 1714-19.   [T. S.]

2                                       "The Case etc. Consider'd" quotes on the title-page: "Jude 10.
But these speak evil of those things which they know not."   [T. S.]